2019 Hooding Ceremony by Ohio State University. Moritz College of Law
2019 HOODING CEREMONY
Friday, May Tenth
Two Thousand and Nineteen
Two O’Clock in the Afternoon
Mershon Auditorium
1871 N. High Street
Columbus, OH
TO THE GRADUATING CLASS OF 2019
In August of 2016, you became part of The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law community. Since you joined us three years ago, you have been an extraordinary group—raising us up as you evolved from 
students to professionals. A lot has happened here in those three years.
The William B. Saxbe Law Auditorium has been filled with discussions on everything from the future of data 
privacy, to racially charged tensions in communities around the country, to human trafficking, to the First 
Amendment, to groundbreaking Supreme Court decisions. You sat at the table with business leaders, politicians, 
managing partners, and general counsel at events organized by the Program on Law and Leadership; Law, 
Finance and Governance; and Mentoring and More. Countless attorneys and leaders in every imaginable field, 
including a Pulitzer Prize awardee and several United States senators and representatives, have come to your 
classrooms, student group meetings, and symposia. These speakers passed on their knowledge and insight for 
the future, which you carry with you, along with the professional degree you have earned.
Our curriculum evolves with the changes in the legal profession, and you were able to experience new 
Transactional Lawyering, The Lawyer in the Community, Computer Crime and Surveillance, and Marijuana 
Law and Policy courses, among others, as well as expansive externship opportunities. Some of you spent the 
summer at the University of Oxford in England or participated in our Washington, D.C. Summer Program, and 
others set their sights on gaining experience and making a difference right here in Ohio. Most impressively, the 
Class of 2019 performed more than 10,000 hours of pro bono work in local, state, and federal agencies and for 
nonprofit groups across the country.
At Moritz, we shared such annual events as the Black Law Students Association Soul Food Luncheon, the 
Public Interest Law Foundation Auction, and Race Judicata. The Class of 2019 was able to experience a newly 
renovated Career Services Suite and the new Public Service Law Center. You each took approximately 20 law 
school final exams, spent almost 1,100 hours in class, and a countless number of hours in the library studying.
Today, your journey changes course. We, your professors, along with your family and friends, are extremely 
proud of you. We look forward to seeing what you will do with your extraordinary lives and careers. You 
are among the most educated and best prepared individuals to make a difference—in your communities, 
in the country, and in the world. You are in the first stages of professional careers that will be important 
and rewarding. You will score victories and implement change; you will also come to know setbacks and 
disappointments. And, there will be as many career paths as there are members of this class. Whatever life 
brings your way, remember that you have the skills and training to make an impact, and your alma mater will be 
providing support and cheering you on.
We will continue our mission and will be waiting to hear from you. I hope you become one of the many alumni 
who remain connected to the college by returning to Drinko Hall to work with our students as mentors, 
serving as moot court judges, speaking on panels, donating to the Annual Fund to benefit others as you have 
been helped, recruiting students for your employers, and attending reunions to maintain that special Moritz 
connection.
Congratulations to the Class of 2019!
Alan C. Michaels
Dean and Edwin M. Cooperman Chair in Law
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HOODING CEREMONY TRADITIONS
ACADEMIC ATTIRE
Academic attire was prescribed as early as 1321 in Portugal, and by the mid-14th century, certain English 
colleges forbade “excess in apparel.” Some authorities say academic garb was influenced heavily by the fact 
that monks or clerics made up the great majority of the scholarly community. Thus, hoods came about, it is said, 
to cover the shaved head. Others suggest that academic attire merely reflects certain facts of life in former 
times. The unheated rooms of medieval buildings, for example, made long gowns a practical necessity.
Ultimately, distinctive caps, gowns, and hoods developed for the institution, the field of learning, and for the 
level of academic achievement. American colleges and universities first established a code of academic dress 
at the end of the 19th century. Bachelors’ gowns have pointed sleeves and are worn closed. The gown for the 
doctorate degree has bell-shaped sleeves and may be worn open or closed. Black is the usual color for the 
gown, although some colleges allow those receiving a PhD to wear gowns of the color of the institution.
THE HOOD
Trimmings in black velvet or in the distinctive color of the discipline are on the gown and the hood. The lining 
color of the academic hood identifies the university that granted the highest degree held by the wearer. Scarlet 
and gray symbolize The Ohio State University. The color of the trim signifies the field of learning in which the 
degree was received. The color of the legal profession is purple.
Today, the investment of the Juris Doctor and LLM hood and the presentation of the diploma case, soon to 
be filled with the official diploma, acknowledge the hard work, dedication, and academic achievement of the 
graduates of the Class of 2019. The investment of the hood also carries with it a continuing commitment to the 
values and responsibilities represented by the Juris Doctor degree. This ceremony marks the passage from the 
status of student to that of practitioner in the learned profession of the law.
WITH APPRECIATION
The Class of 2019 wishes to express a special thank you to parents, families, and friends for the support they 
have provided over the past three years. The class thanks the faculty for faithfully guiding them through the 
tunnel to see the light of this day, the staff of the college for their service, and alumni for their ongoing support 
of the college. Members of the Class of 2019 hope to give back in full measure what has been given to them.
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
MORITZ COLLEGE OF LAW
In the spring of 1890, The Ohio State University won its first football game over Ohio Wesleyan 
20-14. That same year, another team of students 
organized a different “game plan” to persuade the 
university’s Board of Trustees to provide formal 
instruction in law.
By the following spring, the young advocates scored 
a victory, and a resolution was passed for the 
establishment of a law department to be supported 
solely from student tuition, set at $60 per year.
Classes began Oct. 1, 1891, in the Franklin County 
Courthouse with 33 students, including one woman. 
Instruction was provided by prominent lawyers under 
the administration of Ohio Supreme Court Justice 
Marshall J. Williams, who served as the first dean.
Financial problems beset the new law department, 
though. In 1892, Rutherford B. Hayes, chairman of the 
university’s Board of Trustees and former president 
of the United States, made a $300 personal gift and 
encouraged support from others. University funding 
of $1,500 was made available early in 1893, a full-
time dean was appointed, and by 1894, classes were 
moved to main campus. The Law Department was 
elevated to the status of a College of Law in 1896 
and five years later became a charter member of the 
Association of American Law Schools.
Led today by Dean Alan C. Michaels, the Edwin M. 
Cooperman Chair in Law, the college celebrated its 
125th anniversary in 2016. A $30 million gift from 
Michael E. Moritz ’61 in 2001 provided for student 
scholarships and endowed faculty chairs, among 
many other initiatives.
The college boasts five student journals that 
contribute to the legal community’s body of 
knowledge: the Ohio State Law Journal, the Ohio 
State Journal on Dispute Resolution, the Ohio State 
Journal of Criminal Law, I/S: A Journal of Law and 
Policy for the Information Society, and the Ohio State 
Business Law Journal. The college also has seven 
clinics, which provide students the chance to hone 
practical skills through representing actual clients in a 
variety of settings. Opportunities to study off-campus 
have expanded to include a summer program at 
the University of Oxford in England, and a summer 
program in Washington, D.C.
The Barrister Club was created with alumni donations 
to house programming for alumni and students, 
including the innovative Mentoring and More at 
Moritz program, which promotes professionalism and 
serves as a bridge between the theory and practice 
of law. Through the Distinguished Practitioners in 
Residence Program in Business Law, students take 
one-credit courses from prominent practitioners. 
In 2007, the college started the Program on Law 
and Leadership, which is committed to the idea 
that leadership education is a lifelong endeavor 
combining theoretical knowledge, practice, and  
applied skills.
Since 2010, the college’s series of Capstone Courses 
have given students intensive simulation experiences 
in professional problem-solving with practicing 
lawyers who are leaders in their fields. Finally, this 
year’s graduates were among the first students to 
experience learning opportunities through the Law, 
Finance and Governance program, and the Program 
on Data and Governance.
The handful of students who pioneered the founding 
of the college could not have envisioned The Ohio 
State University Moritz College of Law as it is today. 
The college’s proud past is the prologue to its 
exciting future as one of the nation’s premier public 
law schools.
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ACADEMIC PROCESSION The Eliza McGowan String Quartet 
 The audience will remain seated during procession.
PRESIDING Alan C. Michaels
 Dean and Edwin M. Cooperman Chair in Law
NATIONAL ANTHEM “The Star-Spangled Banner”
 Led by Lyndsey M. Andray
WELCOME Jared E. Kriwinsky
 President, Student Bar Association
MORITZ LEADERSHIP  Alan C. Michaels
AWARDS PRESENTATION Dean and Edwin M. Cooperman Chair in Law
 Molly Moritz Tyger 
 Ingrid Tyger
MORGAN E. SHIPMAN OUTSTANDING Aaron D. Rothey
PROFESSOR AND STAFF  Student Bar Association
AWARDS PRESENTATIONS  
RESPONSE Ric Simmons
 Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer Professor for the   
 Administration of Justice and Rule of Law
STUDENT AWARDS PRESENTATIONS Paul Rose
 Associate Dean for Academic Affairs; Robert J. Watkins/ 
 Procter & Gamble Professor of Law
 Alan C. Michaels
 Dean and Edwin M. Cooperman Chair in Law
JD GRADUATE ADDRESS “How Firm Thy Friendship”
 Drew A. Pinta
LLM GRADUATE ADDRESS “And it's just the beginning”
 Natalia Gallego Acosta
PRESENTATION OF 2019 LLM CANDIDATES Laura Fernández
 Assistant Dean for International and Graduate Affairs
PRESENTATION OF 2019 JD CANDIDATES Kathy Northern
 Associate Dean for Admissions; Robert M. Duncan/  
 Jones Day Designated Associate Professor of Law
 Michael States
 Assistant Dean for Admissions and Financial Aid
INVESTMENT OF LLM AND JD HOODS Ric Simmons
 Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer Professor for the   
 Administration of Justice and Rule of Law
AWARDING OF DIPLOMA CASES Alan C. Michaels
 Dean and Edwin M. Cooperman Chair in Law
 Darren Nealy
 Assistant Dean of Students 
PRESENTATION OF CLASS GIFT Ayesha L. Cotton
 Vice President, Student Bar Association
ALUMNI WELCOME Hon. Sara Lioi ’87
 President, Moritz Alumni Society
ALMA MATER “Carmen Ohio” 
 Led by Gretchen M. Rutz
 Oh! Come let’s sing Ohio’s praise, 
 And songs to Alma Mater raise; 
 While our hearts rebounding thrill, 
 With joy which death alone can still. 
 Summer’s heat or Winter’s cold, 
 The seasons pass, the years will roll; 
 Time and change will surely show 
 How firm thy friendship O-hi-o.
RECESSIONAL The Eliza McGowan String Quartet 
 The audience will remain seated after recessional.
HOODING COMMITTEE MEMBERS Robert J. Misey, Chair 
 Margaret E. O'Shea, Chair
 Ayesha L. Cotton 
 Olivia C. Grieszmer  
 Jared E. Kriwinsky
 Beverly Y. Johnson
 Mabel Juliana Reyes Ramirez
 
MORITZ COLLEGE OF LAW          65          THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
KATHERINE SILVER KELLY, JD, 
MA, BA
Associate Clinical Professor of Law
KATRINA LEE, JD, BA
Clinical Professor of Law
DEBORAH JONES MERRITT, JD, BA
John Deaver Drinko-Baker & 
Hostetler Chair in Law
ALAN C. MICHAELS, JD, AB
Dean; Edwin M. Cooperman Chair 
in Law
KATHY SEWARD NORTHERN, 
JD, BA
Associate Dean for Admissions; 
Robert M. Duncan/Jones Day 
Designated Associate Professor 
of Law
DALE A. OESTERLE, JD, MPP, BA
J. Gilbert Reese Chair in Contract 
Law
EFTHIMIOS PARASIDIS, JD, 
MBE, BA
Professor of Law and Public Health
JOHN B. QUIGLEY, LLB, MA, AB
Presidents Club Emeritus 
Professor of Law
ANNE E. RALPH, JD, BA
Clinical Professor of Law
NANCY HARDIN ROGERS, JD, BA
Professor Emeritus of Law
PAUL ROSE, JD, BA
Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs; Robert J. Watkins/Procter & 
Gamble Professor of Law
COURTLYN ROSER-JONES, JD, BA
Assistant Professor of Law
GUY A. RUB, SJD, LLM, MA, LLB, BA
Professor of Law
DAKOTA S. RUDESILL, JD, BA
Assistant Professor of Law
ALLAN J. SAMANSKY, JD, MA, BA
Professor Emeritus of Law 
SARA SAMPSON, MLIS, JD, BS
Assistant Dean for Information 
Services and Communications
COLLEEN SETTINERI, JD, BSBA 
Assistant Clinical Professor of Law
PETER M. SHANE, JD, AB
Jacob E. Davis and Jacob E. Davis 
II Chair in Law
RIC SIMMONS, JD, MA, BA
Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer 
Professor for the Administration of 
Justice and Rule of Law
MARC SPINDELMAN, JD, BA
Isadore and Ida Topper Professor 
of Law
TODD STARKER, JD, MBA, BA
Clinical Professor of Law
DAVID STEBENNE, PHD, JD, 
MA, BA
Professor of History and Law
JOSEPH B. STULBERG, PHD, JD, 
MA, BA
Michael E. Moritz Chair in 
Alternative Dispute Resolution
DANIEL P. TOKAJI, JD, AB
Associate Dean for Faculty; 
Charles W. Ebersold and Florence 
Whitcomb Ebersold Professor of 
Constitutional Law
VINCENE VERDUN, JD, BA
Associate Professor Emeritus of 
Law
CHRISTOPHER J. WALKER, JD, 
MPP, BA
Associate Professor of Law
DOUGLAS J. WHALEY, JD, BA
Professor Emeritus of Law
CHARLES E. WILSON, JD, BS
Associate Professor Emeritus of 
Law
PAIGE L. WILSON, JD, BA 
Assistant Clinical Professor of Law
DISTINGUISHED FACULTY DISTINGUISHED FACULTY
AMNA AKBAR, JD, BA
Associate Professor of Law
DOUGLAS A. BERMAN, JD, AB
Newton D. Baker-Baker & 
Hostetler Chair in Law
MICAH BERMAN, JD, BA
Associate Professor of Public 
Health and Law
GREGORY A. CALDEIRA, PHD, 
AM, BA
Distinguished University Professor; 
Ann and Darrell Dreher Chair in 
Political Communication and Policy 
Thinking; Professor of Law
CINNAMON CARLARNE, BCL, 
MS, JD, BA
Alumni Society Designated 
Professor of Law
SANFORD N. CAUST-
ELLENBOGEN, JD, MCRP, BA
Associate Professor Emeritus of 
Law
MARTHA CHAMALLAS, JD, BA
Robert J. Lynn Chair in Law
BRYAN H. CHOI, JD, AB
Assistant Professor of Law
DANIEL C.K. CHOW, JD, BA
Frank E. and Virginia H. Bazler 
Chair in Business Law
AMY J. COHEN, JD, BA
John C. Elam/Vorys Sater 
Professor of Law
SARAH RUDOLPH COLE, JD, BA
John W. Bricker Professor of Law
RUTH COLKER, JD, AB
Distinguished University Professor; 
Heck Faust Memorial Chair in 
Constitutional Law
OLWYN CONWAY, JD, BA
Assistant Clinical Professor of Law
ELIZABETH ILGEN COOKE, JD, BA
Clinical Professor of Law
ELLEN E. DEASON, JD, MS, BA
Joanne Wharton Murphy/Classes 
of 1965 and 1973 Professor in Law
JOSHUA DRESSLER, JD, BA
Distinguished University Professor; 
Frank R. Strong Chair in Law
TERRI L. ENNS, JD, MDIV, BA
Clinical Professor of Law
KATHERINE HUNT FEDERLE, 
JD, LLM, BA
Joseph S. Platt-Porter Wright 
Morris & Arthur Professor of Law
LAURA FERNÁNDEZ, JD, BS
Assistant Dean for International 
and Graduate Affairs
HOWARD P. FINK, LLB, BS
Isadore and Ida Topper Professor 
Emeritus of Law
EDWARD B. FOLEY, JD, BA
Charles W. Ebersold and Florence 
Whitcomb Ebersold Chair in 
Constitutional Law
WILLIAM FROEHLICH, JD, BA
Langdon Fellow in Dispute 
Resolution
LARRY T. GARVIN, JD, MS, BS, BA
Lawrence D. Stanley Professor of 
Law
DAVID A. GOLDBERGER, JD, BA
Professor Emeritus of Law
ARI GLOGOWER, LLM, JD, BA 
Assistant Professor of Law 
ARTHUR F. GREENBAUM, JD, BA
James W. Shocknessy Professor 
of Law
L. CAMILLE HÉBERT, JD, BA
Carter C. Kissell Professor of Law
MOHAMED HELAL, SJD, LLM, 
LLB, MA, BA
Assistant Professor of Law
LAWRENCE HERMAN, LLB, AB
Presidents Club Emeritus 
Professor of Law
DENNIS HIRSCH, JD, BA
Professor of Law
STEPHANIE HOFFER, JD, LLM, BS
Professor of Law
STEVEN F. HUEFNER, JD, AB
C. William O'Neill Professor in Law 
and Judicial Administration
BRUCE S. JOHNSON, MLS, JD, BA
Professor Emeritus of Law
CREOLA JOHNSON, JD, BS
Presidents Club Professor of Law
KIMBERLY JORDAN, JD, BS
Clinical Professor of Law
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OUTSTANDING STAFF MEMBER
CYBELE SMITH
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE & PUBLIC INTEREST PROGRAMS
Since joining The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law in 1998, Cybele Smith has been a trusted and encouraging advisor 
to students in their career searches. She advises all students but has 
a special place in her heart for those who wish to serve the public. As 
director of the Public Service Law Center, Smith advises soon-to-be 
lawyers who are curious about public interest and government sector 
jobs, honors programs, and fellowships. She serves as the college’s 
Loan Repayment Assistant Program (LRAP) coordinator and collects 
pro bono hours. Smith also counsels students and alumni alike on how 
to land and change legal and JD preferred career paths in addition to 
preparing them for both summer and permanent jobs. 
Smith has the privilege of serving as the administrator of the Captain 
Jonathan D. Grassbaugh Veterans Project which helps veterans facing 
legal issues in the areas of consumer law, landlord-tenant disputes, foreclosures, and relief from default 
judgment. She supervises law students and acts as a liaison to attorney supervisors.
In addition to her day-to-day responsibilities, Smith has served on the National Association Law Placement 
(NALP) Board of Directors and has presented at the their annual conference and public service mini-
conferences. She held the position of vice chair for conference planning for two NALP Educational 
Conferences in 2008 and 2013 and was also elected to serve as a NALP nominating committee member for the 
Midwest Region. She held a two-year term on the Equal Justice Works National Advisory Committee and more 
recently was the recipient of the Recognition of Service Excellence Award for her work with NALP in 2012.
Smith is also active in the greater university community. She completed a three-year term on The Ohio State 
University Staff Advisory Committee, and a two-year appointment to the university’s Government Relations 
Committee. She has also served as a hearing panel volunteer for Ohio State’s Office of Student Conduct. Smith 
is additionally involved with the Law and Leadership Institute, a diversity pipeline program for Ohio high school 
students. She has served on the Westerville Uptown Review Board and two terms on the Genoa Township 
Board of Zoning Appeals.
MORGAN E. SHIPMAN  
OUTSTANDING PROFESSOR
RIC SIMMONS
CHIEF JUSTICE THOMAS J. MOYER PROFESSOR  
FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE AND RULE OF LAW
Since joining the faculty of The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law in 2003, Professor Ric Simmons’ dedication to the craft of 
teaching has shaped generations of Moritz students. Simmons, who 
teaches Evidence, Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, and Computer 
Crime and Surveillance, has been recognized with several prestigious 
awards for teaching. He is a five-time Morgan E. Shipman Outstanding 
Professor Award winner, in 2006, 2012, 2017, 2018, and 2019. In 2012, he 
also received the Ohio State Alumni Award for Distinguished Teaching, 
becoming the 10th Moritz faculty member to win the award since 1967. 
Of the more than 4,000 Ohio State faculty eligible for the award, just 10 
are granted each year. He also coaches Moritz’s Evidence Moot Court 
team and is the co-chair of the College’s Teaching Innovation Group.
Simmons’ research examines the intersections of the Fourth Amendment 
and emerging technology. His scholarship has appeared in publications across the country and has examined 
critical issues like the search of cell phones (Ohio State Journal of Criminal Law), the use of new surveillance 
techniques (Michigan State Law Review), and the effect of big data on the rules of surveillance (University of 
California-Davis Law Review). His research on the privatization of the criminal justice system has also appeared 
in the Wake Forest Law Review and in the North Carolina Law Review. He is also the author of the upcoming 
book Smart Surveillance: How To Interpret the Fourth Amendment in the Twenty-First Century, which will be 
published by Cambridge University Press later this year.
Simmons has also co-authored three textbooks, including Learning Evidence: From the Federal Rules to the 
Courtroom (co-authored with Professor Deborah Merritt), which is one of the most popular Evidence texts in law 
schools across the country.
Simmons is a graduate of Stanford University, where he earned a BA in political science and a MA in 
international policy studies. He also holds a JD from Columbia Law School, where he was a Stone Scholar and 
a senior editor of the Columbia Law Review. He clerked for the Honorable Laughlin E. Waters of the Central 
District of California in addition to serving for four years as an assistant district attorney for New York County. In 
2016, he served on the Supreme Court of Ohio’s Task Force to Examine Improvements to the Ohio Grand Jury 
System.
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MASTER OF LAWS GRADUATES
CLASS OF 2019
MASTER OF LAWS GRADUATES
CLASS OF 2019
MASTER IN THE STUDY OF LAW GRADUATES
CLASS OF 2019
























Hubei University of Arts 










China University of 
Political Science and Law
Tianyang Chen
China
East China University 




Northwest University of 
Political Science and Law
Natalia Gallego Acosta
Colombia
Universidad de Los Andes
Kuan Yu Lee
Taiwan
Fu Jen Catholic 
University
Phung Anh Ngoc Lang
Vietnam
University of Economics 
and Law, VNU-HCMC; 














Southwest University of 











Oxford Brookes University, 
Barcelona Institute of 
International Studies



















University of Jinan, 
Beijing Jiaotong 
University
Nicolás Andrés  
Zuleta Alarcón
Colombia
Universidad de Los Andes
NOT PICTURED
Shelby Slaven – The Ohio State University













The Ohio State 
University
Tyler G. Aust



















































The Ohio State 
University
Emily Rose Cashell
The Ohio State 
University
Kathryn L. Caudill






Hubei University of 
Police
Patricia Danielle Cortez







Beijing Foreign Studies 
University
Kimberly Ursula N. 
Despas

















The University of Texas 
at El Paso
Caroline Eversman
University of San Diego
Sarah Nicole Feldkamp
The Ohio State 
University
Kiera Maire Finelli




















Hankuk University of 
Foreign Studies
Christian A. Gillikin

































The Ohio State 
University
Haleigh Hopkins
The Ohio State 
University
Alyson M. Houk











The Ohio State 
University
Thomas D. Jackson
University of South 
Alabama
Alexander M. Janoso















University of Cincinnati 
Ashley N. Kim
University of California, 
San Diego
Anthony Clinton Kiper
University of New 
Orleans
Molly Craft Koenig
The Ohio State 
University
Alan Lingqian Kong
























The Ohio State 
University
Andrew F. Meinert




University of Texas at 
San Antonio
Phillip E. Michel






























The Ohio State 
University
Matthew R. Petti
The Ohio State 
University
Taylor Amanda Piel












United States Naval 
Academy
Abigail R. Riffee
University of Mount 
Union
Michael B. Rogers






































University of Maryland, 
College Park
Eric Peter Slater






















Case Western Reserve 
University
Ryan W. Steyer
Bowling Green State 
University
Alexander J. Szaruga
































































These students represent approximately the top 25 percent of the 2019 graduating class, based on academic performance through the end of five of six semesters of law study. Ranking for official degree 
honors and election to the Order of the Coif occurs in June. The composition of the final upper 25 percent of 
the class may vary from these students.
The Order of the Coif is a national law school honor society. To be eligible for election by the faculty to the 
Order of the Coif, a student’s academic average for all six semesters must rank in the top 10 percent of the 
graduating class.
*Indicates top 10 percent of class through five semesters.
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
NOT PICTURED
Sara Sinclair Blair – Pennsylvania State University
Timothy J. Gabel – Pennsylvania State University
Vanathi P. Gnanam – Florida State University 
Everardo Hernandez Jr. – The Ohio State University
Tyrik Jiang – SUNY at Stony Brook Center
Martin J. Kerscher – Miami University
Arielle Austin Larson – New York University
Adil Baig Moghal – West Virginia University
Samuel C. Ransbottom – Marshall University
Matthew J. Scott – The Ohio State University
Joshua Shenkar – Jewish Theological Sem America
Cory T. Skerl – Miami University
Christopher Isaiah Stephens– Miami University
Jake Thorn – Kenyon College
Jane T. Tsai – The Ohio State University
Cameron Miles Weaver – The Ohio State University
Abbey M. Zeller –Ohio University
Chao Zhao

















Kolton J. Bodnovich 
William G. Ghidotti
PUBADM MA


































































CERTIFICATES IN CHILDREN'S STUDIES













Phung Anh Ngoc Lang
Kuan Yu Lee
Mabel Juliana Reyes Ramirez
Wei Shi










Nicolas Andrés Zuleta Alarcón
INTERNATIONAL AND 
COMPARATIVE LAW
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2018-2019 MOOT COURT AND  
LAWYERING SKILLS TEAMS






































































Phung Anh Ngoc Lang
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ELIZABETH ARENTZ — To my family and friends, 
thank you for your unwavering love and support!
ANDREW BOBOWSKI — To my dad, thank you for 
always being my coach and mentor. Thank you for 
being a steady guide and always going above and 
beyond to help me accomplish my dreams. 
To my mom, thank you for the years of unconditional 
love, for always being my biggest fan, and for always 
picking me up when I've been down. To Ellen, thank 
you for going on this journey with me. You have been 
my rock, my counselor, and an incredible partner on 
this ride. To the rest of my family and friends, I love 
you. And thank you!
ZACHARY BOWERMAN — To Mom, Dad and all 
of my family, thank you for your unending love and 
support. It has only been with all of your help that I 
have been able to get here. I want to extend special 
thanks to Syssa ’13 and Bret for opening your home 
to me, I couldn’t have survived 1L without you; to my 
friend Joel for being a good buddy, I couldn’t have 
survived 2L without you, guy; and to the friends I 
made along the way, thanks for making this whole 
thing relatively tolerable.
WILLIAM E. BRAFF — First and foremost, my 
deepest gratitude to my parents, Todd and Wendy 
Braff for their unwavering support. Without them, 
none of my accomplishments would have been 
possible. Second, a special thanks for my professors 
at Moritz and Kenyon College for their commitment 
to sharing their wisdom and for offering a guiding 
hand along the way. Finally, a sincere congratulations 
to my friends and colleagues at Moritz who are 
graduating with me today. It's been an honor sharing 
this time with you. 
AILEEN BROCK — To my family, friends and Philip: 
Thank you for everything. 
PHOEBE CALIPJO — Mom, thank you for your 
unconditional love and support throughout the 
years, for always encouraging me to do better, 
and for being my biggest motivator. I am who I am 
because of you. Mamang, thank you for raising me 
and instilling traditional values that I still live by today. 
Thank you to my dad, my family, and my friends for 
being my safe space and for being with me every 
step of the way. Most of all, thank you God for all that 
you do and for all that you've given.
CHARLI CARLEY — To my parents, for your 
unconditional love and support, thank you for 
everything! To Christian, thank you for being by my 
side through this journey, I love you! And to Lilo, 
thanks for being my favorite study buddy.
JOSEPH CARRAFIELLO — To my family, especially 
my parents, Susan and Michael, for your unwavering 
love and support throughout my entire education. To 
Natalie, for making me a better student and person. 
To the Moritz faculty and staff, for your untiring 
guidance and encouragement. To my friends, who 
made my law school experience a memorable one. 
Thank you all!
CLAUDIA CASH — Thank you to all my family and 
friends for their love and support—especially my 
mother and grandparents. You believed in me when I 
didn't, and I can't thank you enough for that. 
AYESHA COTTON — Mom, I want to thank you 
for always being supportive of my endeavors and 
instilling in me that there is no limit to my dreams. 
Words cannot express my gratitude for the sacrifices 
you have made and the love you have shown me. 
Alyssa my big sister/best friend I love you and 
appreciate all that you do for me. To my amazing 
support system, thank you so much! I am truly 
grateful for each of you. Most importantly, I want to 
thank God because without God, none of this would 
be possible.
MICHELLE D. ESPARZA — To my family and friends, 
for your unconditional love and support. Especially 
to my parents, Miguel and Maria; my brother, Max; 
my person, Ricky; and the fluffiest study buddy, Griz. 
Thank you for always believing in me. This is for you.
CAROLINE EVERSMAN — Thank you, Mom, Dad, 
and Sarah, for all of your support throughout my 
educational journey, especially during law school. 
Your love, guidance, and encouragement from home 
continue to motivate me as I embark on the next 
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adventure. Thank you for everything you do and for 
always being there for me. Love, Caroline.
SARAH FELDKAMP — Thank you, Mom, Dad, Megan 
and Sandy, for all of your support. I love you.
BRANDON ALEXANDER FINLEY — Thank you 
to my family and friends, near and far. What you all 
taught me throughout my life and continue to teach 
me is incomparable to any formal education in my 20 
years of attending school. You all taught me valuable 
traits such as integrity, self-reliance, and persistence. 
You also taught me that public displays of thanks are 
not wholly necessary. Showing thanks through action 
is what truly matters. Therefore, naming names are 
not important. Regardless, I will say Dad, you are 
welcome.
NATALIA GALLEGO ACOSTA — Thank you! To 
Juan, for your patience and love, for your faith in 
me, and for making me happy every day, I love you. 
To my parents, for their support and advice and for 
being always an example of tenacity, everything I am 
and everything I accomplish, I owe it to you. To my 
brothers, Nicolás and Andrés, for walking by my side 
in life. To Mauricio and Claudia, for believing in me. To 
all my family, for their unconditional love. To my LLM 
friends, for making this an unforgettable year. Muchas 
gracias!
JONATHAN GETSON — Mom, Dad, Jeremy and Katie 
—Thanks for always being there for me! Love you.
VANATHI GNANAM — To my dad, PK and my mom, 
Rani, I want to thank you for your unconditional 
support in everything that I do. To my sister, Kundhavi 
and my brother, Guhan, thank you for always making 
me laugh. I hope to one day make you all proud as a 
vakeel. Love, Vanathi.
MORGAN GOVATOS — To my dad, for all your wise 
words: “Don't leave a place without anyone knowing 
you were there. Focus on the 4 F's: Family, Faith, 
Fitness, Finances. Move with alacrity.”
To my mom, for reminding me to think of what “future 
me” would want when things got tough, and for 
always answering the phone. To Jackson, for being 
the best role model a sister could have. To my soon-
to-be husband, Mike, for this amazing life we are 
building together and for seeing more in me than I 
ever thought possible.
KATIE KIRIAKI GRAMMENIDIS — Ευχαριστώ μαμά 
και μπαμπά. Thank you for valuing my education. 
I am forever grateful for your love, support, and 
sacrifices. Σας αγαπώ.
OLIVIA GRIESZMER — I dedicate this 
accomplishment, the greatest accomplishment of 
my life, to my mother. Your love and support are the 
only things in my life that did not change over the last 
three years. I could not have done this without you. I 
love you to the moon and back.
MATTHEW GUTIERREZ — To all my friends, both 
in and outside of law school, for motivating me to be 
my absolute best, thank you! To my family, especially 
my mom and my dad, for their unwavering love 
and support. I am beyond blessed to have you as a 
support system. Thank you!
KRISTIN HAMMOND — Thank you so much to my 
family and friends, especially Tyler and Curly, for 
getting me through the last three years. You are the 
real MVPs for putting up with my constant moodiness 
and perpetual stressed-out state. I could not have 
done it without your constant love and support!
MATTHEW HARRIS — To my parents, for your 
tremendous sacrifice, to my brothers and sister, for 
setting the achievement bar high, and to my fiancé 
for your unconditional love and support throughout 
this process. 
LAQUES D. HARRISON — To my angel, Sheila Ray, 
I dedicate this degree to you. Thank you for the 
love, wisdom, respect, and discipline you instilled in 
me. There is no way I would have made it without 
your spirit guiding me. To my mommy and grandpa, 
thank you for your endless support and love — I only 
aim to make you proud. To my friends, cousins and 
peers, thank you for making this journey one full of 
encouragement, liquor, and laughs. You made my 
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HALEIGH HOPKINS — I would not be walking across 
this stage without the people who believed in me. I 
would like to thank my heart: my father, my mother 
and my brother. Dad, you taught me how to be savy 
and confident, which is imperative for a Black person 
in this profession. Mom, you have taught me how to 
be creative, speak confidently, write well, and you 
always keep me laughing (mimi). Jeffrey, you are my 
sunshine and side-kick for life. Although I am older, 
you have no idea that you have taken care of me, 
too.
ALYSON HOUK — Thank you to my family, friends, 
colleagues and professors for their guidance and 
support over the past three years. I could not have 
achieved my dream without you. Much love, — A.
HILLARY SHAINA HOXWORTH — I owe all of my 
success to my parents, my brother, and my friends. 
I truly appreciate each and every one of you. I love 
you all! 
KATHERINE MCKENZIE HUNTER — To my mom 
and dad, thank you for supporting me during law 
school!
THOMAS JACKSON — I am eternally grateful to God 
and especially blessed to fulfill the legacy of my late 
grandmother, Caretia, for whom Ohio State was an 
opportunity forgone. This achievement is a collective 
one, and is dedicated to my father, the best man I 
know; to my late mother, my guardian angel; to the 
Mt. Olivet Baptist Church and the memory of the late 
Dr. Charles E. Booth, my spiritual home and shepherd 
during this journey. Time and change has surely 
shown your firmest friendship. 
NATALIE KANNAN — Thank you to my family for 
supporting me through my last school experience, 
and thanks so much for coming to my last graduation. 
You guys have always been super supportive and 
definitely have never made fun of me for being 
dramatic. Thank you to Joe for coaching me through 
law school. Please feel free to use me as a reference 
for your counseling services. I couldn't have asked 
for a better law school partner.
MASALLAY KANU — To my close friends and 
family, especially my loving mommy and daddy, this 
is for you. Everything I do is for you. Without your 
dedication and support, I would not be sitting here 
today‚ graduating from law school at THE Ohio State 
University. As I embark on my bright future, I promise 
to continue to make you proud and to do nothing 
without intention. There are not words to express 
how grateful I am for this experience. Thank you, 
God, for everything.
JARED KRIWINSKY — To my mom, dad, and Josh, 
whose love and support have made this day possible. 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart. To all the 
amazing friends I have made at Moritz, thank you. 
And to Monte and Professor Federle, thank you for 
helping me realize that law school was the right path. 
JANTZEN MACE — Mom, Dad, Jac, and Josh:
Thank you for all of your love and support over the 
past 25 years. I wouldn't be where I am today without 
all of you in my life! I love you!
NIKKI MAYO — Thank you to my mom, dad, and 
grandpa for always supporting me! I love you! 
WILLIAM JOHN MEADOWS — To my amazing family 
and friends, thank you for your continuous love and 
support over the years. I love you!
DAVID ANTHONY MENDOZA — To my mom and 
dad, for their continued support throughout my entire 
academic career, and my friends, who made Ohio 
feel like a second home. Thank you.
MACKENZIE NEWBERRY — To my mom and Russ 
for all of your love and support. To my Nana for all of 
the encouragement. To Ben for always being there 
for me. I appreciate you all so much! 
MAGGIE O'SHEA — To my best friend, Mom, and my 
rock, Dad. Love you both, Molly and John Leo to the 
moon and back. 
BRIANNA PENN — To Mommy, Daddy, Brian and 
Theo for your unwavering support through this 
journey. I could not have achieved this without each 
of you. Thank you!
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KIRSTIN PETERSON — To my mom, a million 
“thank-you's” would never be enough. To my dad, 
my number one fan and guardian angel, thank you 
for your endless support. I couldn't have done this 
without you both. To Oakley, thank you for keeping 
me sane in the craziest of moments these past three 
years. I love you all.
TAYLOR PIEL — Thank you, Mom, Dad, Ginger and 
Paul, for your love and support through all these 
years of school. You have always been there for me, 
and I know you always will be. I couldn't do it without 
you.
MABEL JULIANA REYES RAMIREZ — To Camilo, my 
lovely husband and best friend for his unconditional 
love and support, and for always being the sponsor 
of my dreams. I can‚ not believe how lucky I am. I 
love you more than words can express. Te amo! 
ABIGAIL RIFFEE — To Mom and Dad, I would not 
be where I am today without your love and support. 
Thank you, I love you both always!
DAVID ROPER — Thank you to my family and 
friends for always supporting me. I owe everything 
to my mom, who taught me that giving others an 
opportunity to succeed is part of being my best, 
and my dad, who showed me how to exceed 
expectations and push for more. My parents also 
made the wise choice to put me in Princeton City 
School District, which gave me a strong foundation. 
Finally, I'd like to thank the Moritz family, the faculty 
and administration at Moritz, and my peers for this 
great experience. Go Bucks!
GRETCHEN RUTZ
To Dad, who led the way,
To Mom, who saves the day,
To my siblings‚ Äîmy kin, my squad,
To the one and only God,
To loved ones from out of town,
And to Oma, smiling down.
MADELINE SHANAHAN — Thank you a hundred 
times over to my parents for being constantly 
supportive and making all of this possible. This is the 
greatest accomplishment of my life thus far and I owe 
it all to you. Thank you for being my role models and 
for not letting me take myself too seriously! I love you 
the most. Additional thanks to my incredible siblings, 
my Mimi, all my other family and friends, and Alex for 
making me laugh all the time and the endless hugs. I 
dedicate this to all of you.
KISHALA SRIVASTAVA — To my parents, Rajesh 
and Veena — I would not be the person I am 
today without your endless love and words of 
encouragement. You will always be my pillars of 
strength, and this day is for you. To my wonderful 
sister, Richa (Didi), for being my best friend, forever 
Netflix buddy and being with me through the ups 
and downs of law school. To my loving husband, 
Sid, words cannot express how grateful I am for you 
being my constant source of love and sunshine, even 
when you are hundreds of miles away.
MATTHEW STEVENS — To Mom, Dad, Grandma, 
Annie, Lindsay, Kurt and Sophie. I thank you for your 
love and support. I could not have done this without 
you. 
KASSANDRA JOLENE — A BIG thank you and hug 
to the three people who kept me sane: my mommy, 
my daddy and Ger Bear. To Aunt Kelly, Uncle Jeff (Go 
Bucks!), my sissys, the McWhorters and my amazing 
forever friends: thank you for supporting me always. 
And for my Granny, who watched me start this 
journey, and my Papum, who is watching me finish it 
with her. Love you more. 
ALEXANDER J. SZARUGA — To my wife, 
without whose encouragement and never-failing 
understanding I would have not made it to today. To 
my parents, for all their sacrifices that have allowed 
me to follow my dreams. And to my family, for all their 
love and support. I love you all.
ADAM D. VINCENT — My undying gratitude to Andi, 
for her patience and love; to my mother, Pamela, for 
her support and encouragement; to my friends, for 
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MICHAEL WILHELM — To my parents, my brothers, 
my friends. This was a weird, wild journey and I only 
made it because you were there for me. Thank you. I 
love you all.
MAX WILLIAMS — To Mom and Dad (my first 
law school professors), those dinnertime cross 
examinations really prepared me well for law school. 
Could not have done this without you. Love, Max.
ANDREA REN WITTE — To my family for their 
unconditional love, encouragement, and support, and 
without whom I would not be the person I am today. 
I couldn't imagine going through this experience 
without you. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
And to Nellie, for bringing joy to my heart and a smile 
to my face —you're the best furry friend I could ever 
want.
KATHERINE ZDENEK — Nate — I could not have 
survived law school without your support. Thank you 
for being such an understanding husband. I love you! 
Mom and Dad — Thank you for pushing me to go to 
law school and teaching me the importance of hard 
work. I would not be in this auditorium today without 
your encouragement. I love you both. Mom, please 
try not to cry :)
MAYA BUENING — Without the support of my family, 
friends and mentors, this journey would not have 
even begun. Thank you for everything.
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